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This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

Basis of tho opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive stop and Industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

?o^^^ 6nt Un ^° r R ? lG *? tisA (a)0) W,th re0ard t0 novQ,tv ' inv * ntlv * or Industrial 
applicability, citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects In the international application 
Certain observations on the International application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination Is made, this opinion will u-ualk/ ho rondH^^ ^ k 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority HPEAn a h 
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Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in 
the language in which it was field, unless otherwise indicated under this item. hhi«™ in 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the followina 
(under Rules 12 ?3 and23 ^SSft* 0 * °* * transiatlon furnished for the purposes of international search 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
necessary to the claimed invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

zs^ssstissL* appifca,ion as ^"^"v^ZiSEszirjgs" 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. II Priority 



1. B The following document has not been furnished: 

B copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43tofe.i and 66.7(a)). 
□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43&&.1 and 66.7(b)). 

Consequently it has not been possible to consider the validity of the orioritv claim This onininn h ae 
nevertheless been established on the assumption that the ^^^^SuSSpSff&. 

«£?g date indSKolet^ of thb °* ni °"' lhe ^ernallona. 

3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bfe itavn with ronon ^ . : — 

■ndustria. appHcabmtv; citations and^o^^ mV0ntlve **» or 



1- Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: 


Claims 
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Claims 
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Yes: 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V. 



1 The following document is referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 6 123 086 A (KUGLEN FRANCESCA B) 26 September 2000 (2000-09- 
26) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 



2.1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) PCT, because 
the subject-matter of claim 1 is not .new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 
Document D1 (column 2 lines 34 to 44, column 7 lines 3 to 29) discloses (the 
references in parenthesis applying to this document): 

2.2 A hair clip comprising two combs (35,36) and at least one elastic member (1 3) 
suitable for resiliently bias the teeth (39) of the combs into an interleaved 
arrangement with one another, wherein at least selected teeth (39) are wider than 
the spaces between teeth with which such selected teeth are interleaved in use 
(figures 3, 8) and the teeth of each comb are shaped to fit partially into the spaces 
between the teeth of the other comb.(cf . claim 1 ) 

2.3 From the above it appears that the subject matter of the present independent 
claim 1 is known from Dl at least by implication and therefore said claim does not 
meet the requirement of the PCT concerning novelty. 



3 DEPEN DENT CLAI MS 2-8 

3.1 Dependent claims 2-8 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of novelty and/or inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT). 



INDEPENDENT CLAIM 9 



4.1 The prior published documents, cited in the international search report, either 
taken individually or in combination do not disclose, suggest or reasonably lead 
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the person skilled in the art to consider the'step of twisting the combs relatively to 
each other while inserting them into engagement, such that some of teeth of one 
comb overlay and other underlay the teeth of the other comb so as to clamp hair 
between the two combs in the known methods of fastening hair. 
The person skilled in the art would not be able to combine all the features of the 
present independent claim and as such arrive at the claimed method without an 
inventive activity. 

4.2 Dependent claims 1 0 and 1 1 are dependent on claim 9 and thus claims 9-1 1 
satisfy the requirements of Article 33(2)(3) PCT. 
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